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from St. Quentin ; it had fought in the Third Battle
of the Aisne; and from the early days of August
it had been hotly engaged in the British advance.
Yet now it had the vigour of the first month of war.
On the 10th of November one of its battalions, the
2nd Middlesex, travelled for seven hours in buses,
and then marched twenty-seven miles, pushing the
enemy before them. They wanted to reach the spot
near Mons where some of them (then in the 4th
Middlesex) fired almost the first British shots in the
war, and it is pleasant to record that they succeeded.
Likewise the 2nd Royal Irish, who had fought with
the 3rd Division in the loop of the canal north-east
of Mons on August 26, 1914, were, with the 63rd
Division, entering the same loop on the last day of
war.

Meantime in Germany the conventions which for
generations had held her civilian people was patently
dissolving. There were few mutinies like that of the
northern ports. The old authorities simply dis-
appeared, quietly, unobtrusively, and the official
machine went on working without them. Kings
and courts tumbled down, and the various brands
of socialists met together, gave themselves new
names, and assumed office. There was as yet nothing
which approached a true revolution, nothing which
involved a change of spirit. Deep down in the ranks
of the people there was a dull anger and disquiet,
but for the moment it did not show itself in action.
They stood looking on while the new men shuffled
the old cards.

But it was essential for Germany to get rid of the
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